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So I returned and conſidered all the preſſions that are done un” 
der the Sun, an behold the Tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed, 
aud they had no Comforter ; and on the Side of their Oppreſ- 
ſors there was Power, but THEY had no Comforter, Eccl. iv. 1, 


What Agreement is there between the Hyena and a Dog ? and 
what Peace between the Rich and the Poor? Ecclus. xiii. 18. 
'Go to now ye rich Men, weep and howl ; 
Behold, the Hire of the ourers which have reaped down your 

Fields, which is of you kept back by Fraud, crieth ———— 
James v. 
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To the Right HON ou RABLE 


| hy Samuel Stanier, K. 


Lord-Mayor of the City of London 
= Right Worſhipful the 


Aldermen and the Commons of the _ 
CG 


„ 


4 IS not without the greateſt Regret we again 
force our ſelves to intreat at your Hands, that 
you would be pleaſed once more to take into 
your Conſideration the deplorable. Condition 
of your poor Servants and Fellow-Citizens, the Vader: 
Co al. Meeters of this great City. | 
Tis almoſt Two Years ſince ſore of our Brethren laid be⸗ 
fore the Lord-· Mayor and Court of Aldermen a Petition, 
containing the Grievances and Oppreſſions we lay under 
from the 15 Sea. Coal Meeters, and their Clark Stephen 
Wickins. + 
The Petitioners had a favourable Audience, and to the 
Satisfaction of the Court, proved the ſeveral Allegations 
In their Petiti _ VIZ, That the ſaid Stephen Wickins had 
committed Exactions and Depredations on them, 
by extorting * Sums of Money before they could be 
— to take their courſe of. Buſineſs, according he 
A2 the 


the laudable Laws and Conſtitutions of the City; And 
that the ſaid 15 Sea-Coal-Meeters had taken ſome Diſguſt 
againſt the Petitioners, only for demanding their-Arrears 
of an Allowance given them by the. Crown, amaunti 

to 7000). or thereabouts. But the ſaid 15 Sea-Coal- 
Meeters juſtifying their ſaid Deeds, and inſiſting they had 
a Right tòô remove and difplace the Under-Meeters ; the 
Court was pleaſed to appoint a Committee, to, examine the 
Pretences of the Defendants, who appearing by their 
| Counſel, before the Committee, (for want of better Proofs) 


were put to the Shift of producing the Opinions of ſome 


eminent Lawyers; but upon Peruſal of their Caſe, 'twas 
found to be partially ſtated, like that of ſome ſick Per- 
ſons, who conſult a Phyſician, but are aſhamed to confeſs 
their Diſeaſe ; to oppoſe this Stratagem, the Committee 
indulged our Brethren alſo Time to take the Opinion of 
ſome eminent Lawyer, of known Reputation for Skill in 
his Profeſſion, upon a more true State of the Caſe ; which 
they did, with great Satis faction ro the Committee, and 
which we preſume once more to lay before you in the 
followin Words hoping it will have the ſame Weight 
it firſt obtained, in"confirming the Committee in the good 
Opinion they had entertained of our Complaint. 


The Caſe of the Mndey-Coal- Meters of London. 


t. hk Mayor and Commonalty of the City of Ler- 
cen have had; Time out of Mind, the Office of 
Meaſurer of Ovals, which Office is uſually exerciſed by their 
O fiers and Miniſters, called Sea-Coal-Meeters, who are 
admitted and (worn before the Lord-Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen. (#) | >. Bach 


— — 
_— — — — — 


. 


— — —— — —— —ͤ—ü— — — 


Loi. fa) The Oath of the Aer 0 of Sea Evath ö 
500 * N that you ſhall indifferently meaſure * Goals that te 

; eu belengerh fer te meature, and 0 ealure you ſhall . t EVE= 

ry Perlen, as well re Peer if Rich, without Partia ty, the wing ng Fa- 
vour ; and you thall buy na Goals buy to your owa Uſe, and in ne Wi oe 


(5) 
2. Each of the ſaid Sea · Coal · Mesters (being 15 in Num- 
ber) are admitted to the Place and Office of one of tlie 
15 Sea-Coal-Meeters of the City, to Have, Hold, Exerciſe, 
and Enjoy the ſame Place, with all Fees, Profits, and Com- 
modities thereunto due, and of Right belonging, for, and 
during his natural Lite, by himſelf or his ſufficient Depu- 
ty or Deputies, (being Free-Men of the City) and firſt 
to be liked and allowed of, by the Court of Lord-Mayor' 
and Aldermen, _- | 
3. And the ſaid Sea-Coal-Meeters do pay a Yearly Rent, 
by equal Quarterly Payments aforehand. 


£ 


VR 4 3 


— 8 4. N 


to utter or ſell again, as long as you ſhall ſtand in your Office: Alſo you 
ſhall take no more for your Labour for the Meeting or Meaſuring of Coals, 
but as of old times it hath been ordained and uſed : Alſo you ſhall make no 
Deputy for to meet any Coals, but if you bring the ſame Deputy before the 
Mayor for the time being, there ro be Sworn duly and truly for to occupy 


the ſame Office. 
As ON help you. 
Aamittance of a Sea Coal-Mecter. 


; | 'HIS Day 4.8. Citizen of London, is by this Court admitted to the 
Place and Office. of one of the 15 Sea-Coal-Meeters of this City; to 
have, hold, exercile and der the ſame Place, with all Fees, Profits and 
Commodities thereunto and of Right belonging, for and during his natural 
Life, by himſelf or his ſufficient Deputy or Deputies, being Freemen of this 
city, and firſt to be liked and allowed of by the Court of Lord-Mayor and 
Aldermen, if the ſaid 4. B. ſhall and during the Lime well and honeſtly 
uſe and behave himſelf in the Execution of the ſaid Place z and do alſo e- 
very Year hereafter ſatisfie and pay unto every Lord-Mayor of the City for 
the Time being, the Yearly Rent or Sum of E'ghry Pound of Lawful Mo- 
ney of England, by equal N Payments before-hand z the firſt Pay- 
"ens to be on the | by ve N part: And it is ordered by 
the Court, That if the Lord-Mayor, after he ſhall have teceived any 
| vet Quarterly Payments aforehand of the laid 4. B. or his Aligns, 
wall die before the end bf ws Zuarter, that the Execytors oh Anni 
rators of every eh Lord. Mayor afl teſote to the fal 4. B. his Esecu- 
tors, ee or Alfigys, rateably r eh time as thall be then For 
ts come sk Fa WAYter, Witſichür Fraud or Covit And it is Aurther v4- 
ered, That it the fai 4: f. Thall ak ny time hereafter happen 18s bets 
the lad Din ſueß Vein anch he watil then remalning in the tid Plate by 
Peres of this his Grape, then his Exeeutors er Adminithaters, BY any teh 
other Ferſun er Pertans as he (hall nente and app; hall and wa 
have and enjoy the Benefit of his laid Place une the ad of any tel 
Year, reckoning and accounting the fame trom the Time of his Admir- 
tance or Grant, Paying the Payments aforehand Quarterly, in Form. atvis- 
{aid ; and the faid A B. was here Sworn for the due Execution ot the laid 
Place. 


* of Billingsgate Porters ; and being 


 *Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, are 


| (6) 

4. By the feveral Acts of Commen-Council, all Depu- 
| ties or Under-Meeters are to be choſen out of the Fellow- 
firſt preſented to the 
worn to the due 


Execution of their Office. () 


5, At the Time of their Admiſſion, the Under-Meeters 


did alſo uſually give Bond, with ſufficient Sureties to the 


Chamberlain of Lowdov, for the faithful Execution of the 


Under · Meeters Office ; but at preſent this is . Q, 
183 3 | 6. For 


— — 


— 


(b) The Oath of the Working Aezters of Sea-Coalsfor the Port of London. 


Yo U mall Swear that you ſhall indifferently meaſure all Coals that to 


you belongeth ſo to meaſure, and juſt Meaſure you ſhall give to eve- 
ry Perſon, as well to Poor as Rich, without partiality, ſnewing no Favour; 
and you ſhall buy no Coals but to your own Uſe, and in no wiſe for to ut» 
ter or fell again, as long as you ſhall tand in your Office: Alſo you 
take no more for your Labour, for: Koalaring and Meeting of Coals, 
but as of old times it hath been orMined and uſed. | 


As God help me. 
(c) Under. meeters Bond. 


NOW all Men by theſe Preſents, That I 4. B. am firmly Bound 
unto Sir Thomas Player, Kt, Chamberlayn of the Ciry of London, and to 
the'Chamberlayne bf the Taid City for the time being, in the Sum of Forty 
Pond: of Lawful Money of England, to be paid unto the ſaid Chamberlayne, 


To the which Payment, well and truly to be made, I bind my ſelf, mine 
Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, firmly by theſe Preſents. 


Sealed with my Seal the n Anne Dom. 1677. 


HE Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, That if the above bound 
A. D. mall from time to time; and at all times, as often as he ſhall 
meaſure or weigh any Coals out of any Ship or Veſlel whatſoever, or on, or 
from any Wharf or Lodge, not only well and truly meaſure and weigh the 
| Came, according to his Oath, duly and indifferently, between Party and 
Party, but alſo ſhall, from time to time, deliver to the Clark of the Coal- 
meeters, in their Office, a ene Bill, under his Hand, of the full and juſt 
Quantity of all the ſaid Coals ſo by him meaſured or weighed, together with 
the Names of Ship and Maſters from which, and the re{petive Perſon for 
whoſe Uſe they are delivered, and that within Three Days after the Mea- 
ſuring or Weighing of the reſpective Parcels of Coals ; That then this pre- 
ſent Obligation to be void and of none effeR, or elſe to ſtand and abide in 
full force and virtue. 8 | 
Scaled and delivered in the Preſence of 


6. For the better R 
are divided into Four Claſſes, viz. Fifteen to each Claſs, and 


N : 
ation of the Under-Meeters, they 


they have conſtantly taken t 
ſtand in Seniority ; and there are ſeveral other Under-Meet- 
ers ſworn and admitted, called ſupernumerary Men, whoſe 
Buſineſs it was to give Attendance when the Claſs-Men 
are all employed; but of late the Clark of the Coal- 
Meeters-Office hath taken upon him, for Bribes, to em- 
ploy Men out of their Courſe, and even to put in the ſu- 
pernumerary Men before the Claſs- Men. 

7. In the Year 1695, when a Duty was laid on Coals, 
it pleaſed the late King, in order to prevent the Conceal- 
ment of the 32 to appoint that One Peny per 
Chaldron ſhould be paid to the Meeters of London, which 


is reaſonable to believe was intended for thoſe who actu- 


ally do the Service, in meaſuring the Coals, and certify- 


ing the Quantity; but the ſaid principal Meeters, who are 


the Farmers of the City-Duty, procured to themſelves the 
Payment of the ſaid One Peny per Chaldron, and ſtipula- 
ted with the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to allow the 


Under - Meeters a Fourth Part, being the ſame Proportion 
(as they pretend) was by them allowed out of the City- 


Duties. 

8. Afterwards in the Year 1700, the Lords of the Trea- 
fury thought fit to reduce the faid Allowance to an Half 
Peny, and directed that one Moiety of the faid Allowance 


ſhould be allowed by the ſaid Sea-Coal-Mecters to their 


Under-Meeters, and accordingly the ſaid Allowance has 
been paid by Order of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 


to the principal Meeters every Half Year; and in every 


Order that has been iſſued by the Commiſſioners of the 


Cuſtom, it is expreſly directed, that they the ſaid princi- 


pal Meeters ſhould | pay over the ſaid Moicty of fuch Al- 
lowance. to the Under-Mecters. | 


9. The (aid Moiety being computed, does amount to 
9 but the ſaid Sta · Coal Mecters 2 


heir Courſe of Buſineſs as they 


> " 8 
— — - 


| | (' 8 ) | 
detained the ſame, without paying One Fatthing to the 
Under-Meeters, who had no certain Knowledge of the ſaid 
Allowance till about Two Months fince. e 


10. And upon Application to the ſaid Sea Coal-Meeters 
for the Arrears of the ſaid Allowance, they have diſmiſſed 
and turned out ſeveral of the ſaid Uader · Meeters, and pre · 
_ tend; they have a Right to diſplace them as other Servants. 


Queſt. 1. Whether the 15 Sea. Coal- Meeters can employ any 
Deputies or Duder. Meeters, without Authority from the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen? a 
Axſ. Upon the Cafe and the State thereof, I am of 
Opinion, that it is the Right of the Lord · Mayor and Al- 
dermen to allow or difallow of the Deputies or Under- 
Meeters, and that no other ought to be employed but ſuch 
as they allow. 5 
Queſt. 2. When any Deputies or Under-Meeters are ad. 
mitted and allowed 2 the Lord: Mayor and Aldermen, cas 
they be diſplaced by the ſaid 15 Sea-Coal-Meeters ; or who has 
? 


Power to remove f | 
ought not to be diſplaced but upon a rea- 
a 


Anſw, The 


ſonable Caule, that upon Application to the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen for that Purpoſe. 5 
veſt. 3 What Remedy have the ſaid Under-Meeters 0 
recover the Arrears of Allowance paid for them by the Crown 
to the 15 Sea · Coal. Meeter ?? | | 

Aſw. They may bring a Bill in the Exchequer, and will 
have a Decree for the ſame. 5 

N | Samuel Dodd. 


5. Aug. 1712. 


Though our Caſe was ſtated according to the Griev- 
ances contained in our Petition, yet our Adverſaries ca- 
villed at the ſame, as containing Matter foreign to the 
preſent Queſtion; upon which, the Committee ordered 
that we ſhould on both ſides agree upon a State of the 


Caſe; 


N . 
Cale; which was done, by leaving out the latter Arti- 
cles, which related to our Money, and after that we 
were no more inſulted with eminent Opheiont, . 
The Committee having maturely conſidered the Ar- 
guments on either fide, and the Defendants not having 
made out their Pretenees, a Report thereof was made, 
Novemb., 11. 1712. and fo left to os One of the 
Court, Whether the Maſter Coal-Meeters ought to 
have an abſolute Power to diſcharge their Working- 
* Meeters at pleaſure ; or that the ſaid Working-Meeters 
fall not be removed but upon Complaint made, and 
the Order of the Honourable Court, or the Alderman 
* of the Ward of Bi/in/gate, as is directed by AR of 
* Common-Council in Cockaives's Mayoralty, for the Go» 
* yernment of the Billinſgate Porters. 

We had all along entertained ſome hopes that we 
ſhould not be under the Neceſſity of an open Rupture 
with our Adverſaries, by commencing a Suit for Recovery 
of our Money; but being tired with delays, and fore» 
ſeeing that much Chicanry was till likely to be uſed 
by our Enemies, (who continued to encreaſe their Op- 
a by removing many of us from our Places, and 
indering moſt of us from our Work) we did, as we 
_ adviſed, commence a Suit in the Exchequer againſt 

them. f | 
This was highly reſented by our Adverſaries; therefore 
when we came again before the Court of Aldermen, 
Jau. 20. 1712. they very ſtrenuouſly objected againſt us, 
that we had appealed to a foreign juriſdiction, and did 
by their importunities prevail, That the Court of Al- 
* dermen ſhould not at that Time proceed in the Exa- 
** mination of the ſeveral Matters contained in our Peti- 
tion; becauſe the Working-Meeters had exhibited their 
© Bill in the Court of Exchequer againſt the ſaid M.- 
* ſter-Meeters, to be relieved touching the ſeveral Ma- 
A ters ſet forth in their ſaid Petition, and for that = _ 
— _ © Mafter- 
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®* Maſter-Meeters were not willing to oblige themſelves 
4 to ſubmit to ſuch Determination as the Court ſhould 
make, upon hearing, the ſame. 

Our Adverfaries Were very triumphant upon this Sue- 
ceſs, being well aſſured, that the Strength of their Purſe, 
and the Authority they exerciſed over us, would ſoon make 
us drop our Pretenſions in the Court of Exchequer ; but by 
the Bleſſing of God, and the Aſſiſtance of the Honoura- 
ble Barons, (who always receive our Complaint with - 
great Commiſeration, and have afforded us ſuch Relief, as 

y the Rules of Practice and Courſe of Proceedings they 
were enabled to give us) we have made pretty good ad- 


vances in our Cauſe; but ſtill, by the Death of ſome 


Perſons, where a great Number of Parties are Plaintiffs 
and Defendants, and cunning of our. Adverfaries, (whe 
meditate all the Delays of a vexatious Defence,) our Suit 
is like to be more prolix than we at firſt hoped it 
would, | | | 

Our Adverſaries continuing more and more to oppreſs 
us, by hindering us of our Work, we applied to the 
Honourable Court of Exchequer, to be eſtabliſhed in 
our Places as before the Cauſe had begun; but 
the Recorder and Counſel of this City appeared at the 
Exchequer Bar, and prayed, in the Name of the City, that 


the Court would innovate nothing upon the Rights of their 
City: And therefore as the High Court of Parliament, and 


the Supreme Courts of Weſtminſter, are always tender of 
the Privileges of great Corporations, where they have. with- 
in themſelves a ſufficient Power to adminiſter Juſtice to rhe 
Members of their own Body, we were once more remitted tothe 
Court of Lord-Mayor and Aldermen: And we hope that Wor- 
ſhipful Court will either be pleaſed to reſtore us to our 
Places, or certifie the Honourable Court of Exchequer, 
by the Mouth of the Recorder, what are the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of the City concerning the ſame. 


Con- 
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Conſtitat ion of the Coal-Mecters Office, 


'HE Office of Weigher and Meaſurer of Coals im- 
ported to the Port of Lenden, does of Right be- 


long to the Mavor, Commonalty and Citizens of London; 


and the ſaid Office and Profits thereof being, divided in- 
to 15 ſeveral Parts, has been granted or leaſed out to 
15 Perſons, called. Sea-coal-Meters, and commonly known 
by the Name of the Principal Coal-M-ters. 

The ſaid Principal Coal Meeters, before their Admiſ- 
ſion into their Office, are Sworn before the Lord May- 


or and Court of Aldermen to the Faithſul Diſcharge of 
their Office, and that they ſhall cauſe an equal and juſt 


Meaſure to be diſtributed as well to Poor as Rich. 


Beſides the ſaid Principal Coal-Mecters, (who do Farm 
the Profits of their Office from the City) there are Sworn 


and Admitted before the ſaid Court, divers Under-Meet- 
ers, whole Oath is to the ſame Purport as that of the 


principal Meeters; and the Buſineſs of the Under. Meet- 


ers is, to fee all Coals juſtly admeaſured, for which they 
are intituled ro the antient Fee of 24. per Ton for all 
Coals by them weighed, and 14, per Chaldron for all 
Coals by them meaſured. = | 

The ſaid Under-Meeters are about 60 in Number, 


and for their better regulation and carrying on of their 
| Buſineſs, are divided into four Claſles, and they ought 


to take their courſe of Buſineſs as they ſtand in Senio- 
rity, and a Junior ought not to be ſhipped when a Se? 
vior is ready for Employment, | 
And beſides the ſaid ©rder-Meeters, there are allo 
Sworn and Admitted divers Supernamerary Men, wl o are 
allowed to mealure Coals _—_ there is lack of Men os 
2 the 
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the Service of delivering Ships, but are not to be em- 


ployed before the Claſs: Men. 


And when any of the Cl:ſ5- Men are ſuperanntated and 
unfit for Labour, tis the Duty of the Sapernumerary- Men 


to allow them a certain Share of the Profits of their 


Labour, and to work their Ships for them; by which 
—_— decayed Citizen enjoys a comfortable Maintenance in 
is old Ape. | 5 8 
This Order and Method of Working, founded on ſuch 
Rules of Juſtice and Charity, was the conſtant manner 
of Working till very lately, and prevented all Confuſion 


in the appointment of the Work; fo that every Perſon 
knew how to give due Attendance at the Coal-Meeters- 


Office, without loſs of Time. 

And when any Coal. Meeter Dies, it has been the con- 
ſtant Ulage to permit three Ships to be worked by a- 
nother Meeter for the Benefit of the Widow and Chil- 


uren of the Deceaſed. | 


If this Method be not reſtored, it will introduce great 
Confuſion, and the Young Men will be enabled to ſnarch 
the Bread out of the Mouths of the Old Men, who 
have with great Patience waited as Swpernumeraries, and 
gone through th 4th and 3d Claſſes with little Advan- 
tage, and now in their Old Age will be deprived of that 
'Advantage, which ought to accrue to them by their Se- 
niority: For of late, Stephen Wiggins, Clerk to the prin- 
'Ccipal Coal Meetert, has taken upon him (as he pretends 


by direction of his Maſters) to ſhip the nder- Meeters 


ung Supermmeraries in what Courſe he pleaſes, and there- 
by exacts ſeveral Sums of Money from thoſe poor Men 
but of their Labour; and when any C/aſi-Men die, a Man 
cannot be advanced, according to his Order and Degree, 
without Mr. Wiggins be firſt bribed with ſome Guinea's, 
more or leſs, according as he can exact. 


Theſe "©nder-Meeters, are by the Laws of the City, 
thbſcen out of the Fellowſhip of Bilinſgate Porters, and 


ought 


. EE 2 
ought to be under the Guidance and Government of 5 
the Alderman of that Ward; but of late, the Principal I 
Meeters have taken upon themſelves to remove and di- 8 | 
place the Pnder-Meeters without any Citation before the 
Aldermam, which Power was not pretended to by them, 
till very lately, and was uſurped by them only to de- 
ter the poor ©nder-Meeters from demanding an Allows- LF, 
ance given them by the Crown, for encouraggment of 1 

their faithful Services, as followeth. 

And the ſaid 2/»der-Meeters are alſo under Diſcourage- 
ment from the Principal-Meeters, for the faithful Execu- 
tion of their Office, and conſcientious Obſervance of their 

i Oath + For when the @nder-Meezers have inſiſted to have 

9 the Vatt filled, they have been reproved therefore, by the 
{ principal e Perſons Pragmatical and Buſi- 

y bodies; fo that when the Coa!-Merchants complain of ſhort 
Fe _ Meaſure, the Fault is not to be imputed to the der- 
Ha Meeters, for that they are over-awed, and not permitted 

to do their Duty. 


= Reaſons, Humbly offered by the Under- 
14 | Mecters, to the Right Honourable the Lord- May- 
or, and the Right Worſhipful the Aldermen of the 
City of London, for maintaining the Petition of the 
ſaid Sufferers. 1 B 


| HE faid Petition as exhibited, does contain a Com- | 
lication of Grievances, as well to the Vnder-Meeters 

1 as to £ Citizens of London and Weſtminſter, and the: 

4 Places Adjacent : For the ſaid Duder-Meeters are ready 

1 to prove, | 

1 That many Frauds and wicked Practices have been com- 

=_ mitted in the Admeaſurement of Coals, to the great Da- 

16 mage of the Subject. ; 


That 
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That though the ſaid 2»der-Meeters are Sworn to ſee ſuch. 


Frauds prevented, and to give juſt Meaſure to every Perſon, as 
well to Voor as Rich, and have been faithful in the Diſcharge of 
their ſaid Oath, yet they have not only been diſcouraged, 


but have been in Hazard of their Lives for ſo doing. For, 


when the Znder-Meerers have inſiſted to have the Vt fil- 
led, (as is the Duty of their Place) they are often threat- 


ned to be thrown Over-board, and are ſometimes Afaulted 
and Beaten for the ſame. 


And if the ©nder-Deeters do ſtrenuouſly perſiſt in 
ſeeing juſt Weight and Meaſure given, the Maſters of 
Ships can, for Money, procure the ſaid @xder-Meet- 
er to be recalled, and a new one (ſent in his Room, and 


do often threaten ſo to do, and are ſometimes as good as 


their Words. 


When the Patt is filled, (as in Juſtice it ought) ſome 


of the Labourers will put their Elbows upon the Coals, 


and (as the Vatt is turning over) will ſweep off a Peck 
or two of Coals into the Ship out of each Yate. 

That ſince Stephen Wickins has taken upon him to Ship 
the Meeters out of Courſe, the Maſter of a Ship can 
chooſe his own Meeter, which he takes care ſhall be 


one (as he terms it) that is not Troubleſome and Head 
ſtrong. | - | 


The ſaid 2nder-Meeters having frequently acquainted 
the Maſter-Meeters and their Clerk, with theſe Grievan- 
ces, have not only been Brow-beaten, but have been 
told by them, that if the Maſters of Ships and they 


could not agree, they ſhould go no more on Board; 


and that if the Fatt were not half full, they had nothing 
to do to find fault, if the Buyer (who is moſt common- 


ly abſent) does not find fault therewith. 
The 
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The Dude / -Meeters not finding Redreſs from the Ma- 
ſter Meeters, one of the ſaid ©nder-Meeters, about Two 


Years ſince, was willing to try if he could procure & 


Peaceable Execution of his Office, by a Legal Remedy; 
and therefore cauſed a Bill of Indiftment to be exlubite 
againſt a Maſter of a Ship who had aſſaulted him; ſor 
Which Reaſon, the Ma/ter-Meerers cauſed him to be dif 
8 from his Employment. 5 
There are particular Gangs of Coal- Hehvers, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it is to unlade the Ships: Theſe Men are fo un— 


ruly, (becauſe they gain the Favour of their Maſters by 


{light Meaſure) that no Words or Threats will compel 
them to fill the Vatts; and very often the Maſter of 
a Collier will lie by in the River 3 or 4 Days, till he 
has intelligence that ſuch. good natured Gags are ready to 


deliver his Ship. 


Theſe Grievances are fitter to be Redreſſed by the 
Citizens within their own Body, than to be carried ad 
aliud examen; for tho' the Petitioners might have ſound 
Redreſs in the Courts of Juſtice, they choſe rather to 
apply themſelves to their own chief Magiſtrates. | 

"Tis the Wiſdom and Intereſt of all Bodies Politique, 
to determine the Differences of the Members of their 
Community within their own Walls, und not ſuffer their 
Controverſies to be determined by a Fereign-Court, whoſe 
Judgments do ſeldom fail to leſſen the Juriſdiction aud 
Authority of ſuch Corporation. 3 

The Maſter-Meeters being Sworn Officers of the City (a) 
may, for breach of their Oath, or any Oppreſſion of 
their Fellow-Citizens, be puniſhed as other Members, and 
may, for ſo apparent a Forfeiture, be deprived of their 
Office ; therefore it is very indecent in them, to ſay they 
will not- ſubmit to the Authority of the Supreme Court 
of the City, . The 


* K 2 — 


8 — 


— — 
6— 


(a) The Maſter-Meeters are Sworn not to Trade in Coals, but they 


know beſt, how that part of their Oath has been executed, 
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Lord - Mayer for the Time being, and a 


; > - 


3 (16) | | 
The Office of Principal Coa/-Meeter, is veſted in the 

ſl other Meeterr ore 

his Sulſlltutet and Deputies, and by the Laws and Con 

Altntions of the City, are to be ordered and governed as 
other Offcers and Minifters of the ſal City, 05 

Some of the Wholeſale» Dealers in Coals have run ve- 
ry much behind hand in their Trades, and ſome have 
ailed therein, without knowing the Cauſe of their Raine; 
but now is parent, hat thoſe who buy by ſhort Weight 
and Meaſure, ind ſell by true, can never grow Rich. 

The Under-Meeters, having offer'd to ſubmit all their 
Differences to the Determination of the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, and to abide by their Award, (not 
only as to the Right of their Places, but even to the 
Demand of 7ooo!l. with-held from them by the Princi- 
pal Coal-Meeters) cannot be blamed for applying them- 
ſelves to a Foreign Juriſdiction. 

Therefore thoſe who have compelled the Petitioners, to 
ſeek for Remedy in the Courts of Wefmin/ter, are chiefly 
to be blamed, if (contrary to the Intention of the dutiful 


Petitioners) any Queſtion ſhould be agitated, that in its 


Conſequence may. prove injurious to the Rights d the Cie 
tizens, Who will owe no thanks to their Goo: Duſter | 
and Servants, the Principal Coal-Meeters. e 
And it will be of miſchievous Conſequence to change 
and alter the Conſtitution of an Qfrce, which has been ſet- 
tled Time out of Mind, with equal Juſtice to Bayer and 
Seller, (according to the Truſt repoſed by the Crown, in 


granting to the Citizens the ſaid Office of Coal-Meeter) and 


as been wiſely and firmly eſtabliſhed by divers Laws, and 
Acts of Common-Council. | 


It is for the Honour of this City, that the antient 


Laws and Methods of its Government ſhould be pre- 


ſerved; for in the Conſtitution of the Coal-Meeters 
Office, the City has provided, by the moſt _— 
Rules, 


: > 
F 


To the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayar, Al- 


_ dSheweth, = 
I HAT by an Act of Common-Council made the 1675 


s 
(17) 


Rules, for the Proviſion of decayed Citizen, who are en- 
couraged to enter inta this Office when they are young, 
in confidence of a Maintenance in their old Ape, 1 

But the principal Meeters have quite inverted the Eſtabliſh. 
ment of our Anceſtors; for they take upon them io put out 
and put in whom they pleaſe, and pretend to deprive us of that 
Allowance which was always intended us by our Governours, 
and force ſeveral of our Brethren to accept a Half Peny per 
Chaldron for the Coals by them meaſured, inſtead of the 
ancient Fee of Oae Peny; which Compliance procceds only 


from the utmoſt Neceſſity of the poor Labourers, and be- 
cauſe the ſaid Maſter: Meeters pretend they have a Power to 


_ and remove them, in caſe they will not accept the 
ame. 


lt is a great Satisfaction to us, that our Pretenſion to 


the Right of our Places is founded on the expreſs By-Laws of 
the Corporation, which is not unknown to our Adverfaries ; 
otherwiſe they would not have endeavoured to have eſta- 
bliſhed the Power and Authority: they have uſurped over 
us, by ſurprizing the Legiſlature of this City into an Act 


in favour of themſelves, which they attempted by the 


following Petition. 


— 


— 
— 


E 


dermen, and Commons in Common - Council 


aſſembled. 


— 


The humble Petition of the Sea-Coal-Meeters of the City 
| of London, 


of May, in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, it is enacted, That the Fellowſhip-Porters ſhall be 
„ 


ſub- 


(18). 


ſubje& to the Rule and Government of the Alderman &f 


the Ward of Billingsgate, and in his Abſence, of his Deputy. 

That by one other Act of Common-Council, made the 
Fifth Day of October, in the Eighteenth Year of the Reign 
of King James I. it is, amongſt other things, enacted, 
that no Deputy Coal. Meetet thall be received or admit- 


ted by any Maſter-Coal-Meeter, but fuch as are or ſhall be 


of the Fellowſhip · Porters. „ 
That ever ſince the making the ſaid Act, the Sea · Coal - 
Meeters have duly complyed with and obferved the ſame, 
and as often as they have had occaſion, have ſent to the 
Rulers of the Fellow ſhip- Porters, to ſend them ſundry of 
their Body, out of which, upon Examination, they have 
conſtantly choſen their Deputies. 7 | 
That the Alderman of Billizgsgate Ward never pretend- 
ed to have any Rule or Power over ſuch your Petitioners- 


Deputies, other than as Porters, when employed in Fellow- 


ſhip-Labour. 


But your Petitioners having diſcharged ſeveral of their 


Deputies for misbehaving themſelves in their Places, your 


Petitioners ſent to the Rulers of the Fellowſhip- Porters, ro 


ſend ſome of their Members, out of whom they might 
chuſe fit Perſons to ſerve in the Room of the Perſons fo 
diſcharged, and others that were dead. Anſwer was there- 
upon returned, that your Petitioners ſhould not have any. 

That ſome of the Fellowſhip-Porters, who notwithſtand- 
ing applied to your Petitioners, to be admitted your Pe- 
titioners Deputies, and being approved of by them, were 
accordingly admitted and ſworn, were thereupon, by the ſaid 
Alderman, ſuſpended from Fellowſhip-Labour, for no other 
Reaſon, as your Petitioners are informed, than being ſworn 
your Petitioners Deputics without his Leave, and working 
in their Service, before ſuch time as your Petitioners had 
reſtored the Perſons by them, as aforeſaid, diſmiſſed, 
or had ſhewn good Cauſe to him, the iaid Alderman, why 
they did not reitore them, 


And 
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Hers. 
And upon their Application to the ſaid Aldermian, to have 
their Suſpenſion taken off, were told, the fame ſhould be 


taken off if they would not meaſure Coals ; but if they did, 
they ſhould be diſmiſſed the Fellowſhip for ever. 


Wherefore, and for that the Want of Perſons to be De- 
puties, doth and will cauſe great Delays in the Ditcharge 


of the Ships, and conſequently will greatly encrea'e the 
Price of Coals, and for that the Revenue to the City from 


the ſaid Office is very great; 


Your Petitioners humbly hope, that this Honour- 
able Court will permit your Petitioners, upon the 
Refuſal of ſuch of the Fellowſhip-Porteis, whom your 
Petitioners ſhall think fit to appoint their Deputies, 
to be admitted and ſworn as ſuch, to nominate 
and appoint ſuch other Freemen of this City to. 
-be your Petitioners Deputies, as your Petitioners 

| ſhall approve, they being firſt duly ſworn in the 
Mayor's Court, as by ancient Cuſtom they ule to be. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c, 


Edmund Shepherd. J 
Thomas Skinner. Joſeph Speed. 
William Sheppard. Samuel Ongley, 
Nathaniel Iſles. David Ganſel. 
Robert Walter. ' Thomas Walker. 
Charles Kipling. Flugb Sweetaple. 
William Davis. - John Hide. 


But the Artifice of our Adverſaries taking no Effect up- 
on that honourable Body, they betook themſelves to another 
Device, which was, to procure a great Number of new ſu— 
pernumeraries to be admitred and ſworn without the Ap- 
probation of the Court of Aldermen, or the Alderman - 
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the Ward, which never had been the Uſage and Practice 


before that Time. . 


And by this Means endeavouring a total Subverſion of 
the Office, and the utter undoing of the Under-Meeters at 


once. The Alderman thought it was time to exerciſe his 
Authority, and therefore gave out an Order to regulate the 
undue Practices that were crept into the Fraternity, which 
was done by the following Order. 


HEREAS I am informed, that diverſe of the Mem- 
bers of the Fellowſhip of Billingsgate Porters, have 
of late taken upon them to act very diſorderly, both in the 


Performance of the Labour belonging to the ſaid Fellowſhip, 


and in diſobeying the Orders and Directions of their Rulers 
and Aſliſtants of the ſame, whereby great Inconvenience 


doth daily happen to the ſaid Fellowſhip, not only by oc- 


aſioning the Hindrance, and oftentimes the Loſs of their 
ork, but by creating Quarrels and Diſturbances among(t 
themſelves, to the great Prejudice of their Families, who, 
by ſuch Diſorders, are deprived of their neceſſary Support 
and Maintenance. And whereas I am further informed, 
that theſe Diſorders are occaſioned in ſome Meaſure by their 


Remiſneſs in proſecuting, according to the Laws and Rules 
of the Fellowſhip, ſuch as are Offenders in the Premiſſes: 


For the Prevention therefore of the ſaid Diſorders bor the 
future, I do hereby require you to give Notice, at their 
reſpective Stations, to all and every the Members of the 
ſaid Fellowſhip, that they peaceably and orderly behave 
themſelves towards all the Rulers and Aſſiſtants, and others 
of the ſaid Fellowſhip, and that none of them do, upon any 


Pretence whatſoever, go about to hinder or circumvent 


his Fellow of his Labour in any fort of Work properly 


belonging to the ſaid Fellowſhip, whether as to the Meet--- 
age or Porterage of any ſort of Corn or Grain, COALS, 


Fruit, or Oyſters ; but that they obſerve and keep the ac- 
cufſtomed Rules and Methods of working which have al. 


Ways. 
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55 11) 
ways been practiſed in the Fellowſhip, in reſpect to Seni- 
ority, and next in Turn; arft] if any of the Members of 
the ſaid Fellowſhip ſhall. after Notice as aforeſaid, continue 


to offend in the Premiſes, then I do hereby further require 


you, that you proceed immediately againſt ſuch Offenders, 
according ro the Rules and Cuſtoms of the ſaid Fellowſhip 


and if upon ſuch their Proceedings, they ſhall not conform 


themſelves to their Orders, that then you cauſe them to 


appear before me, or my Deputy, to be ſurther proceeded 
againſt according to Juſtice. Dated the 15% Day of Sep- 


tember, 1713. 


To the V er-Ruler Rulers, and 1 = 
N of the Fellowſhip of W. Ajb 4 / {t wo 


Billingſgate-Porters, and to. 


every of them, 

But our Adverfaries, to ſhew their utmoſt defiance: to 
Authority, and the Laws of this City, were refolved to con- 
travene this Order of the Alderman; and therefore called 
upon an Under-Meeter to take a Ship out of his Courſe, 
( which happen'd to be the hard Lot of Humphry Cowell) 


and becauſe the Meeter repreſented that he was likely to fall 


under the Diſpleaſure of the Alderman, if he ſhould work 

in the Courſe of another Meeter ; they told him they would 

ſuſpend him, and let the Alderman help him if he could, 
It would be endleſs to recount all the Oppreſſions and 


Hardſhips we lie under ; and therefore, out of the Multi- 


tude of our Grievances, we preſume to lay before you- a 
few Inſtances only of the Cruelty of our Ad-verſaries. 

John Taster (who has been a Meeter theſe 40 Years) 
was kept out of his Place and Buſineſs for the Space of one 
whole Year, till reſtored by Authority of the Alderman; 
and our Adverſaries then confeſs'd, they had no Complaint 
or Offence to alledge againſt him; which Injury, by =_ 
N of 
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of Time, and Work, and Charges, was to his Damage of 
Fifty Pounds. 1 7-75 8 | : ES 
Joan Warring, Widow of Jibn Warring, lately deceaſed, 
( and to whom our Adverſaries are indebted t20 J. for the 
Queen's Allowance) applying to the Coal-Office, that ſhe 
might have the Benefit of three Ships worked, to ſupport 
her miſerable Family, as uſual on ſuch-Occafions, was told 
ſhe ſhould have no Advantage from -that Office; which 
ſevere Reſentment of our Adverſaries proceeded from a Re- 
membrance of the Evidence given by 7% Warring before 
the Court of Aldermen, cn Occaſion of our foreſaid Com- 
laint. | | 
F One of our Brethren was kept out of his Work, where- _ 
by he had but ſmall means of Subſiſtance for his Family, 
and now lies in Priſon for a ſmall Sum of Money, tho 
there is a great Sum due to him from the principal Coal- 
Meeters, out of the Queen's Allowance. 
Original [mms has ſerved the City 40 Years, is now blind 
and ſuperannuated ; there is 1201. due to him from our 
Adverſaries, out of the Queen's Allowence; yet the Ma- 
ſter-Mecters deny him the Privilege of having a Supernu- 
merary to work for him, tho* when he was young he did 
the like Service to the ancient Coal-Mecters of his Time. 
Thomas Tow»ſegyd, a poor aged Coal-Meeter, is denied the 
Benefit of a Deputy to work for him, tho' there is 120. 
due to him from the Maſter-Meeters, 
Nathaniel Hreen an, kept out of his Claſs and Buſineſ:, 
and ſuſpended, for that Two Years before that time he had 
Indited a Man who had aſſaulted him, and put his Life in 
Danger, which ſhews, that vit an caſte Matter to find a 
Staff to beat a Dog. 
Thomas Buttry, turned out of Office for being a Muti- 
neer, i e. for telling his Brethren he had been with Coun- 
ſel, to conſult about Recovering the Queen's Allowance. 


Thomas 


© Thomas Bunce, turned out of Office for being ſawey, 5. e. 
ſor humbly demanding of our Adverſaries, a ſmall Sum of 
Money due to him from the Queen's Allowance. 

William Canning, turned out upon Pretence he did not 
write well, though he had performed the Buſineſs of the 
Office to Satisfaction for Sever Tears; but we are aſſur'd he 
was rather remov'd, becauſe he did not /pe// well in an- 
{wering the dumb Hints of Mr. Wickins, to give him 
Money every Time he was employed. 

Humphrey Cowell, ſuſpended from his Office for yielding 
Obedience to the Laws of this City, and conforming him- 
felf ro the late Order of his Alderman. | 

William Fox, a poor ſuperannuated Coal-Meeter has, 
for ſome Years, been Bed-rid and won compos, has 120 
Pound due to him out of the Queen's Allowance ; but had 
his Hand guided to « Paper, whereby for Fifty Shillings he 
diſcharged the ſaid Arrears. 3 | 

William Pickard, removed for we know not what. | 

Joſhna Daft, deprived of his Work, and kept from being 
a Claſs-man, though he has been ſeveral Years a Super— 
numerary, and has the greateſt Part of that Time work'd 
for a ſuperannuated Meeter; ſo that he for his Attendance 
on the Coal-Office for a Year laſt paſt, has carned only 
Twenty Nine Shilltngs, | 5 | 

Deſides many others, and a Mulritude of Widows and > 
Otphans, who are daily periſhing for Want of that Allow- 
ance tho Queen has been graciouſly pleaſed to give the Un- 
der- Meeters. 

Such of our Brethren as, through Famine or Debt, 
have been ſo good matured as to comply with the Exactions 
of Mr. Wickins, and have given the. Maſter-Mecters a full 
Diſcharge for a ſmall and invaluable Conſideration, are 
ſuſſered to work, and have more Buſineſs than belongs to 
them; but we complain not of theſe, becauſe we know 
their preſſing Neceſſitics oblige them to {ſubmit to 'ierms, 
which themſelves think bale and ignominious. * * 

| | lhe 


in the Admeaſurement of Coal. 


For if the Under · Meeters be deprived of the anvient.Fee, 8 


and the Maſter-Meeters be allowed ids wg what baſe 


People they can find at their own Price, the Cirizens can 


never be eſſurcd of the Lawſulneſs of their Meaſure; 


for ſuch Perſons as work for a baſe Reward, (which can. 


not ſupport them ) will increaſe their Earnings by baſe 


Practices; and there are never wanting Maſters of Vel- 


els, who will pay the Meeter well that connives at ſhore 
Meaſvre. | e 21 \ 


Wherefore we humbly hope, our Governours 


will be pleaſed to Eſtabliſly the Coal - Oer 


RAS 2: 
hope our Governours will think Wr e mw 
the Coal. Meeters Office upon its ancient Foundation, Which 
will tend net. only to the Honqur of the CTI but wil 
be the only Means of diſtributing Juſtice to its Inhabitants 


updn its ancient Rules and Foundations 


| 


and reſtore ſuch of Us as have been re- 
moved gnd 47 9. from our Claſs and 
Courſe of Buſt 

not be under the like Diſcouragements for 


the future, unleſs a juſt Complaint ſhall 


be firſt exhibited againſt Us before the Al» 
derman of the ſaid Ward of Billine/gate. 
Ts, "oe" 
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VWs 8 & 1 


neſs, and that We may | 


